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TEXAS COUNCIL FOR ADULT EDUCATION 


On March 18-19, the Texas Council for Adult Education held its found- 
ing meeting in Austin. National leaders in the field were present to help 
formally launch the organization, which had beentwo years aborning. Norris 
A. Hiett was elected Executive Secretary of the organization which is de- 
signed to stimulate the initiation, expansion, and improvement of constructive 
adult education programs in Texas. Hiett is Associate Dean, Division of 
Extension, The University of Texas. He had been serving as Chairman of 
the Interim Committee which had guided the group towards its formal or- 
ganization. 


During the joint session, Dr. Howard Y. McClusky, Director of the 
Bureau of Studies and Training in Community Adult Education, University 
of Michigan, addressed the group on Significance and Scope of Adult Educa- 
tion, and Dr. Paul H. Sheats, President of the Adult Education Association 
of the United States, and Associate Director of University Extension, Univ- 
ersity of California at Los Angeles, spoke on Coordinating Adult Education 
Activities at State and Local Levels. 


At the two day meeting, which was attended by representatives of num- 
erous business, educational, religious, labor, and civic organizations the 
following statement of purposes and policies for the Council was adopted: 


Purposes 


To stimulate the initiation, expansion and improvement of constructive 
adult education programs in Texas by: 


encouraging group activities at the community and state levels in all 
phases of adult education; 


providing and encouraging programs for developing leadership in adult 
education; 


collecting, analyzing and disseminating information concerning needs 
and resources for adult education; and 


providing and encouraging coordinationfor organized activities in adult 
education on a voluntary and informal basis. 


Participation 


The Texas Council for Adult Education shall be composed of individuals 
connected with or designated as representatives of organizations or agencies 
in Texas including business, professional orlay groups, directly concerned 
with or actively engaged in constructive adult education. 








Upon recommendation of the Committee on Admissions, the Executive 
Committee shall invite to participate those who meet the above criteria and 
subscribe to the purposes of the Texas Council for Adult Education. 


Each participant shall be entitled to one vote in determining the policies 
and actions and other business relating to the functioning of the Texas Council 
for Adult Education. 


Leadership 


The governing body of the Council shall be an Executive Committee 
composed of twelve persons elected by the participants in the Council to 
serve terms of three years. No members of the Executive Committee may 
serve more than two consecutive full terms. 


Initially, members of the Executive Committee shall draw for the fol- 
lowing terms of office; Four members for one year; Four members for 
two years; and Four members for three years. 


The Executive Secretary shall be elected annually by the participants 
and shall be a voting member of the Executive Committee. 


The Executive Committee shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
from their number for terms of one year, and who shallnot serve for more 
than two consecutive terms of one year each. 


Nominating Committee 


A Nominating Committee composed of not less than five nor more than 
seven participants, representative of different groups or area of interest 
in the field of adult education, and including one member of the Executive 
Committee, shall be appointed by the Executive Commiitee prior to the 
annual meeting. 


The Nominating Committee shall present nominations for all vacant 
positions. Nominations may also be made from the floor at the annual 
meeting. 


Elections 


The members of the Executive Committee and the Secretary-Treasurer 
shall be elected at the annual meeting by a majority vote of all Council 
participants present. In case an annual meeting is not held, the Executive 
Committee shall conduct the annual election by mailed ballot. 


All vacancies shall be filled on an interim basis by a majority vote of 
the Executive Committee and such appointments shall expire at the next 
regular meeting of the Council. 














Finance 


The financial support of the Council shall be provided for by partici- 
pants and organizations through voluntary services, gifts, and/or money. 


Additional gifts for specific purposes may be accepted on approval of 
the Executive Committee. 


Amendments to the Purposes and Policies 


Amendments to the purposes and policies shall be made at the annual 
meeting of the Council. Written notice of amendments shall be given at 
least thirty days in advance to all participants. Amendments are made by 
a two-third's majority vote of the participants present atthe annual business 
meeting, or a two-third's vote of the participants of the Council returning 
their mailed ballots. 


Two sessions of the meeting were devoted to group discussions on 
translating into actionthe purposes ofthe Council. Fred Folmer, President 
of the Texas Library Association, discussed the contributions that libraries 
are adapted to make to an adult education program. 


Elenora Alexander, President-Elect of the Texas Library Association, 
was elected to membership on the Council's Executive Committee. Other 
members of the Executive Committee are: M. A. Browning, Assistant 
Commissioner for Vocational Education, Texas Education Agency, Austin; 
Emmett F. Cambron, Health Coordinator, North Texas State College, 
Denton; Mrs. L. E. Dudley, President, The Texas Federation of Women's 
Clubs, Abilene; R. N. Dyer, Head, Personnel Division, Humble Oil and 
Refining Company, Houston; Jerry R. Holleman, Executive Secretary, Texas 
State Federationof Labor, Austin; Clint Pace, Regional Director, National 
Citizens Commission for Public Schools, Dallas; Raymond W. Phipps, 
Director of Adult Education, Houston Independent School District, Houston; 
Mrs. Leon Price, President, Texas Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
Dallas; Mrs. L. K. Richards, President, League of Women Voters of 
Texas, Waco; L. F. Sensabaugh, Program Director, The National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews, Inc., Dailas; and W. N. Williamson, Assistant 
Director, Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics,. 
A & M College of Texas, College Station. 


Librarians present included Elenora Alexander, Houston Public Schools, 
Fred Folmer, The University of Texas, Emily Netter, San Antonio Public 
Library, V. E. Porterfield, Texas State Library, and Mary Rice, Austin 
Public Library. 
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GRETCHEN SCHENK LEADS AUSTIN WORKSHOP 


On June 4-5 Mrs. Gretchen Schenk conducted a workshop in Austin on 
county and regionallibraries. The workshopwas sponsored by the Univer- 
sity of Texas Graduate School of Library Science, with the assistance of 
the Texas State Library Division of Extension, and was held in the Austin 
Public Library. 


Mrs. Schenk began her first discussion by pointing out that there is no 
fundamental difference between county or regional and public libraries; 
that their patterns of service are similar, both in structure and function. 
She showed that the final working pattern is the same, whether the library 
begins as a one unitagencyin acity and expands its service through branches 
and bookmobiles, or whether it begins as a group of unrelated small libraries 
which combine some of their resources and activities. 


"There is no reason to regard larger units of service as something 
new or radical'', Mrs. Schenk said, "because such units have been oper- 
ating for many years under the ordinary name of public or city libraries." 
She explained that economies in ordering, cataloging,etc., were just as 
advantageous to a group of small libraries ina given area, as they were 
to a group of branch libraries in a city. 


Mrs. Schenk discussed the methods of implementing larger units of 
service, declaring that state aid programs were not necessary in order to 
bring about more effective library systems. She suggested that librarians 
in various areas should first "congregate", then "coordinate", and then 
"co-operate". 


By following established patterns of inter-area cooperation, such as 
multi-county agricultural, judicial, or other organization, Mrs. Schenk 
believes that barriers affecting formationof more efficient library service 
will be more easily overcome. She emphasized the necessity for libra- 
rians and library friends to first congregate, in order to co-ordinate, or 
evolve a plan of common action, then bring into being the co-operation of 
ordering, processing, or other library facilities. 


For the afternoon session the participants were given a choice of meet- 
ing with one of two groups. Mrs. Schenk led one group in a continuation of 
the discussion on library co-operation. She spoke more specifically on 
means of entering into agreements, patterns to follow, and drawing up 
contracts. The other group was headed jointly by Mrs. May Lea McCurdy 
of the Austin Public Library who led the discussion on processing, with 
emphasis on short cuts and elimination of unnecessary routines, and by 
Miss Edwin Sue Goree of the Burnet County Library, who led discussion 

















on book selectionand weeding. For evening session, Austin Public Library 
staff members demonstrated mending and binding techniques. 


The final session, Satuday morning, was a discussion led by Mrs. 
Schenk, on specific problems of participants. 


Robert Douglass, Director of the Graduate School of Library Science, 
presided at the workshop. Those in attendance were: 


Ard, Katherine; Librarian; Montgomery County Library, Conroe, Texas 

Atkinson, Mrs. Mora C.; Assistant Cataloger; Austin Public; Travis County 

Barrett, Velma; Librarian; Ector County Library, Odessa, Texas 

Beckelman, Mrs. Carl; Extension Director & Children's Services; Fort 
Worth Public & Tarrant County Free Library, Fort Worth 

Bell, Mrs. Margaret; Librarian, Lockhart High School, Lockhart, Caldwell Co. 

Bock, Faye; Film Director; Austin Public; Travis County 

“Bodenstein, Mrs. Elizabeth; Acquisitions Librarian, Texas State Library 

Bradley, Mrs. Bess; Librarian; Val Verde County Library, Del Rio 

Branch, Mrs. David; Cataloging Department; Austin Public; Travis 

Brock, Mrs. Ruth; Librarian; Dawson County Public, Lamesa 

Brown, Winnie; Librarian; San Saba County Library; San Saba 

Douglass, Robert R.; Director, Library School, The University of Texas 

Francis, James H.; Bookmobile driver; Austin Public Library, Travis 

Garrett, Mary Lois; County librarian; Wharton County Library, Wharton 

Gorree, Edwina Sue; County Librarian; Burnet Free Library, Burnet Co. 

Hewitt, Mrs. Roger; Stenographer; Texas State Library 

Hurst, Bernice Margaret; Librarian; Brazoria County Library, Angleton 

Johnson, Isobelle D.; Trailer (Ext. Service), Austin Public 

Johnson, Mrs. Mabel; County Library; Edwards Public Library, Henrietta, 
Clay Co. 

Jordan, Mrs. Ruby E.; County Librarian; Chambers County Library, Anahuac 

Kicox, Mrs. Granville; Library Friend; Burnet County Free Library, Bertram 

Kolberg, Gail B.; on Library Board; Eagle Lake Public Library, Eagle Lake 
Colorado County 

Kolberg, Mrs. Donald; on Library Board; Eagle Lake Public Library, Eagle 
Lake, Colorado County 

McCurdy, Mrs. May Lea; Associate Librarian; Austin Public 

McElroy, Gretchen; Extension Department; Austin Public 

McKenna, Verna J.; Librarian; Harlingen Public; Cameron 

Nelms, Mrs. Dorothy; Librarian Assistant; Val Verde County Library, DelRio 

Porterfield, V. E.; Acting Assistant State Librarian & Records Chief; Austin 

Reeves, Flora; Librarian; Tom Green County Library; San Angelo 

Rice, Mary Carter; Librarian; Austin Public 

Robinson, Mrs. Elmadel; Librarian; Reber Memorial; Raymondville; 
Willacy County 

Showden, Charlie Ruth; Bookmobile Librarian; Austin Public 


Stallmann, Esther L.; Associate Professor, Graduate School of Library 
Science; The University of Texas 

Stanley, Christine; San Saba County Library; San Saba, Texas 

Taylor, Gerry M.; Senior Library Assistant, Law Library, The University of 
Texas 

Thompson, Mrs. Helen; Reference Assistant; The University of Texas 
Library 

Warren, Mrs. Lawrence; Rockdale Public, Rockdale, Milam County 

Warren, Mrs. Pansy; Bookmobile; Austin Public Library 

Weaver, Mrs. George; County Librarian; Burnet Free Library; Burnet 

Wilson, Mrs. Lucille; Assistant Librarian, Episcopal Seminary, Austin 
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ALA PUBLICATIONS 


The American Library Association, Chicago, announced the publication 
on June | of the long awaited Basic Reference Sources; An Introduction to 
Materials and Methods by Louis Shores. 





This new Shores work -- like its predecessor, Basic Reference Books -- 
aims topresent the content of ageneral referencecourse. Emphasisin this 
edition is on types of reference sources: 147 types are described and at 
least one title of each type is discussed intensively. The number of basic 
titles has been increased to 554. 





Selection of titles was determined, as in previous editions, by a tabu- 
lation of lists checked by reference librarians and teachers of reference 
in library schools. But the final list has been modified by the author's 
own classroom experience, by reviews of reference books in Subscription 
Books Bulletin and other journals, and by the Winchell Guide to Reference 
Books, 7th edition. 











New features of this edition are the discussion of subscription books 
publishing, audio-visual sources, and how-to-to tools. Tables of criteria 
for evaluating various classes of reference sources have been included. 


An introductory chapter defines the reference function of the library, 
classifies reference questions by types, and gives a general guide to the 
evaludation of reference materials. Part I describes inevaluative terms 
selected titles of such types of reference sources as dictionaries, encyclo- 
pedias, handbooks, bibliographies, etc. Part II discusses the subject 
approach to reference work, and describes representative titles of refer- 


ence work in history, the social sciences, the pure and applied sciences, 
and humanitites. 


Dr. Shores. the author, is Dean of the Library School at Florida State 
University, and former Fullbright scholar. 


(Continued on page 25) 





FROM OTHER STATES 





A Discard Policy for the Small Library 
by 
Emily L. Mayne 
(Reprinted from Minnesota Libraries, 
vol. XVII, no. 3, Sept., 1952) 


Every librarian of a small public library wishes her stock of books 
were larger. She envies the city library and feels she could really serve 
her community well if she had more books with which to work. But what 
does the city librariando? To attract readers, to make them feel at home 
in the library, she establishes a browsing room, a bright cheery spot where 
the reader may examine a few readable timely books on each of many sub- 
jects. She sets up a small public library within her storehouse of books 
and other materials. 


The librarian and board of the small public library should discuss its 
goals at a meeting. It is better to recognize that the library with small 
quarters, with no available storage space, should not try to be a storehouse 
of the knowledge of all time, but should serve well as anattractive browsing 
room. It can have the combined resources of Inter Library Loan, the State 
Library Division, and sometimes county library book stocks behind it, en- 
larging the possibilities for service to the patron who has special needs. 


Together, board and librarian should look at the library. Do the book 
shelves look dark and forbidding? Are the books packed so tightly that a 
potential borrower hesitates before trying to extract a volume, fearing he 
may tear the cover? Are the timely books hidden in collections of outdated 
once-true volumes so that the eager borrower turns away feeling that he 
has been cheated? Are the children's books tattered and grimy? Is the 
library definitely in need of an active weeding policy? 


No coat of shellac can brighten up a 1920 copyright date in a science 
book, nor bring back a businessman who once received out-dated postal 
information. 


Who Should Weed? 
The librarian is the administrator of the library. The board has en- 


trusted to her care other important library functions and will expect her to 
perform this duty also. 


On her part, the librarian must summon all her courage when she be- 
gins this necessary work. She will need to make a decision on each book, 
and "Yes, but. . .' will be no aid toward rapid progress. 





A wise librarian will wish the help of the board or book committee but 
should dothe first workalone. One Minnesota librarianasked the members 
of the group to check boxes of culled books before a board meeting. Only 
one volume was returnedto the shelves, a book of fiction bya local pioneer 
author whose name she had not known. 


Occasionally the advice of a local expert will be needed, usually in the 
case of a professional or technical book. 


The librarian knows her book stock and will gain an even better know- 
ledge of the contents of the library during the weeding process. 


Gifts should be treated the same as purchased books. The donors will 
probably be the first to say that they would want their books to be useful 
rather than merely shelf fillers and dust catchers. 


The board and librarian should adopt a written policy concerning gifts 
to the library. This should state that books and other material will be ac- 
cepted or kept in the collections only when useful to the library. It should 
be clearly stated that unneeded items will be disposed of as the library sees 
fit. Great possibility of later problems will then be avoided. 


A Constant Process 


When should the weeding be done? The librarian will want to make 
the workan everyday procedure by checking returned books for loose pages 


and tattered covers. No book that needs mending should be put back on the 
shelves. 


Every bookin the small library should be checked oncea year, whether 
or not it was circulated during that time. Since this type of work is easier 
if done in larger amounts, a definite date should be set for the task, a 


time when circulation is least heavy. Probably summer is the best in most 
small libraries. 


How to Start? 
The librarian first collects her aids. She will need the same tools 


that she uses for book selection. Every library needs to have these ac- 


cessible at all times locally. They may also be borrowed from the Library 
Division, 


Standard Lists 


Basic book collection for elementary grades. 5thed. American Library 
Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Illinois, 1951. $2.00. 

















Basic book collection for high schools. 

ciation, 1945. $2.75. 

Basic book collection for junior high schools. American Library Asso- 
ciation, 1950, $1.75. 

Booklist, a guide to current books. American Library Association. Pub- 
lished semimonthly, September through July, index in August. $6.00 
per year. 

Buying list for small libraries, comp. by Marion Horton. 7th ed. Amer- 
ican Library Association, 1945. $2.25. 

Children's catalog. 8th ed., 1951, and supplements, H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany, 950 University Avenue, New York 52, N. Y. Service basis. 
Fiction catalog. 1950 ed. and supplements. H. W. Wilson. Service basis. 
School library list supplement. Minnesota State Department of Education, 
Library Division. Distributed monthly except June, July and August 

to all Minnesota public libraries. 

Standard catalog for high school libraries. 5th ed., 1947, and supplements. 
H. W. Wilson Company. Service basis. 

Standard catalog for public libraries. 1949 ed. and supplements. H. W. 
Wilson Company. Service basis. 

Subscription books bulletin. American Library Association. Quarterly. 
$2.50 per year. 


5th ed. American Library Asso- 


The weeding should be systematic, with every shelf checked. One 
shelf of fiction or one class of non-fiction should be dealt with at a time, 
with progress recorded so that the librarian can easily resume the work. 


As the standard lists are scanned, the weeder will often find starred 
titles which have been overlooked in building the collection. A quick nota- 
tion should be made of information needed for later purchase. 


The librarian should work with the library shelf list. A future time- 
saver is a symbol such as cc 51 placed in the lower left hand corner of the 
card showing which Standard List contains the title. 


Books may be placed in piles -- one, books to be mended; another, 
those to be rebound; a third, discards. Most libraries buy some children's 
books in reinforced bindings, and do not rebind as many volumes as once 
was customary. A comparison should be made betweenthe costof rebinding 
and the price of anew, more attractive edition, especially in the case of 
children's books and adult fiction. 


A valuable out-of-print book such as Roberts' BIRDS OF MINNESOTA 
should be rebound. 


What to Discard 


1. The unread book. If a book, especially fiction, has not been read 
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within the past three to five years, in most cases it no longer earns its 
shelf space. (Use of a dater including the year will speed checkingthe date 
due slip at the time of the next weeding. ) 


2. The unattractive book. If the volume is hard to read because of 
fine print, narrow margins, yellow paper, it will not be read. If the ma- 
terial is well-written, is still true, and needed locally, a newer edition 
should be purchased. 


3. An oldcopyright date. If a bookof non-fiction has a copyright date 
25 years old, or even a later datein the case of science and similar rapidly 
changing subjects, it will probably need to be replaced by a newer book on 
the subject. This applies to sets as well as single books. Old school texts 
should be discarded also. 


4. The dilapidated book. Worn books with loose covers or missing 
pages should be eliminated from the collection. They are ugly and dis- 


couraging to the prospective reader. They could even influence patrons 
toward carelessness. 


5. The mediocre book. Fiction and children's collections often con- 
tain books which are of low quality or have outlived the little worth they 
had in the beginning. The NANCY DREW series is typical of such titles. 


If more care is taken at the time of purchase, few books will need to be 
discarded later. 


6. Duplicate copies. Small libraries will often be given two or more. 
copies of light fiction, which donors have not wanted for their personal li- 


braries. If needed at all, only the copy which has the better binding should 
be kept. 


7. Magazines. Old issues of current magazines will not merit space 
in the very small library for more than three to five years. Ordinarily 
only the periodicals listed in the READERS' GUIDE should be kept longer 
than a year for reference use. Pamphlets must be discarded at more fre- 
quent intervals and replaced by newer material at once. 


Records 


All records relating to books being discarded should be checked and 
removed before the process is considered complete 


In the small, uncataloged library this may merely mean marking the 
accession book with the word Discard and the date. Pockets, book cards, 


and all marks of library ownership should be removed fromdiscarded books 
before disposal. 

















The cataloged library will need toinclude more steps in the discarding 
process: 


1. Take book card. Pull the shelf list card. Stamp or print Discard 
and the date after the copy number. If the last copy is discarded, remove 
the shelf card. 


2. Remove the author card from the card catalog. Remove all other 
cards such as title, subject, cross reference cards, using the list of trac- 
ings on the main card. 


3. Arrange cards in numerical order of accession numbers and work 
through the accession book or file, entering method of disposal and date. 


4. Keep catalogcards onlyif the book is to be replaced. If a separate 
withdrawal file is kept, the shelf list card maybe retained for this purpose. 


5. Keep a record of the number of volumes withdrawn and enter the 
number on monthly and annual reports. 


Books written by local and regional writers and those with local setting 
should always be retained. Every library ought to have a local history 
section, but if there is a county historical society, many volumes will shave 
more use in such a collection. 


If the library has a storage room equipped with shelving, little used 
classics, less read titles by well-known authors, border line on-the-way- 
out books might be relegated to such a space. If such books must be stored 
in boxes, they might as well be discarded immediately. 


Discarded books should be disposed of at once. Unwanted books in bad 
physical condition should be burned or sold as waste paper. The Library 
Division and the University of Minnesota Library may be consulted if a 
book seems to have real value. 


As the librarian completes the job of weeding she willprobably breathe. 
a sigh of relief but make two promises to herself. She will endeavor to 
select books more carefully, realizing that culling out before purchase is 
far easier. She will be a better salesman of the library materials and re- 
sources which she retains, since she knows so much about them now. 
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TEXAS HISTORY 





Prepared by 
Archives Division 


Reproduced on the opposite page, and transcribed below, is an inter- 
esting side light from the Texas point-of-view on the death of President 
William Henry Harrison, on April 4, 1841, and the succession of John 
Tyler to the Office of Chief Executive... The writer of the letter, Nathaniel 
Amory, was a long-time Texian, resident of Nacogdoches, who was then 
serving as secretary of the Texas Legation in Washington. 


Amory, of course, did not know in 1841 that President John Tyler was 
later to play a responsible role in promoting the annexation of Texas to the 
United States. It is often difficult for us to realize, as we look backwards 
on past events, that the orderly threads of history, which we see, were 
once viewed as hopelessly tangled in the skein of the future. 


[ Washington--Sunday 4th ap'l '41 


James S. Mayfield Esq 


My Dear Sir, 


Will you have the kindness to handthe letter accompanying this, to Mr. 
Chalmers, who I have not the pleasure to know, and request his prompt 
attention to its contents,as it is a matter of great importance to me 


You would be astonished to observe the calmness and quietude which 
prevails at the seat of Govt. upon [the] decease of Genl. Harrison, no un- 
usual stir [or excitement], nothing betokens either in the street, ---- 
[torn] the occurrence of any important event, to awaken [the] attention 
of a stranger or resident, he quietly died at 35 minutes before one ‘this 
morning and Mr Tyler the vice President will now assume the duties of 
Chief Magistrate and is fromall I can heara personof discretion and talent 
under whose guidance the affairs of the nation will not suffer and the work 
of reform commenced, will steadily advance--He was one of the many in- 
fatuated Jackson men, who reformed early in the reignof terror and abuse, 
is a virginian and a state rights man tho' not quite a nullifier excuse my 


political sentiments, in case you have not reformed and give me a broad- 
side in return 





Your friend 


N Amory 
Col Bee will answer your dispatch of 


29th Jany & 7th Feby last in a day or two--] 


[ Source: Republic of Texas, Treasury Papers, Letters Received, 
attached to No. 990. ] 
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OUR COUNTY LIBRARIES 





THE VAL VERDE COUNTY LIBRARY 


The Val Verde County Library was formally set up in 1948 when the 
commissioners court voted to pay the salary of a librarian plus $35 a 
month. For nine years prior to that the library had been supported and 
managed by local civic groups. County appropriations have been increased 
annually now so that the library'sincome approached fifty cents per capita. 
Although the county covers 3,242 square miles, 85% of the people live in 
Del Rio, the headquarters. County population in 1950 was 16, 635 and is 
now estimated to be 20,000. 


Two full time staff members plus part time volunteer and janitorial 
assistance keep the library open forty hoursper week. A branch, manned, 
by volunteers, is maintained at Langtry. In thepast year the library circu- 
lated 23,141 books and answered1,615 reference questions, working with a 
collection of 6,000 volumes, plus periodicals and newspapers. 


Mrs. Bess Bradley, Librarian, and Mrs. Albert R. Cauthorn, chairman 
of the board, are enthusiastic about the rapid growth and possibilities for 
future development of the library. Circulation and reference statistics 


have been double those of the preceeding year for each of the past two 
years, while registration and book stock figures have increased also ina 
gratifying manner. 


Last November the library was moved into a recently vacated church 
building which the county had bought for $12,000. $4,000 was spent in re- 
modeling and buying equipment for it. The reading room and adult and 
reference stack are in what was the auditorium; the children's room and 
charging desk occupy the back center of the building, flanked by a work 
room anda conference room on one side, and a utility room and a story- 
hour room on the other. 


Through the cooperation of the local newspaper, and with the help of 
patrons, magazines indexed in the Abridged Readers Guide are donated to 
the library. In this way files are kept current and also fairly complete 
files of back issues has been accumulated, all at a saving of several hun- 
dred dollars a year in periodical subscriptions. Professional type period- 
icals are subscribed for. 


Del Rio, called the wool and mohair capital of the world, is the home of 
the recently reactivated LaughlinAir Force Base. Langtry was the capital 
of the Law West of the Pecos, Judge Roy Bean's court. Wide dispersal of 


population in Val Verde County is attested to by the fact that average size 
of farms is 8, 615 acres. 











LIBRARIES OVER THE STATE 





Prepared by 
Extension Division 


AMARILLO A rare and valuable map of the "known world in 1493" 

has been presenied to the Amarillo Public Library by 
the Bush Estate. The map was bought in Berlin in 1928 by Mrs. Ruth Bush. 
Vandals had taken it from the Nuremberg Chronicle, a marvelous and rare 
book of wood cut engraving, printed on vellum. The map was compiled 
from guesses of the great geographers of the dayas tothe world. Librarian 
Alice Green says that the Bush Estate has presented approximately 50 maps 
to the library from time to time. Most of the maps in the collection are 
in German, French, and Latin; one isin English. The Nuremberg Chronicle 
was printed in Latin in large Gothic type by Michael Wolgemut and Wilhem 
Pleydenwurff. 








ARLINGTON In its May meeting, the library board voted to actas 

the nucleus of a friends of the library group. Theor- 
ganization will be to the public library what the parent-teacher associations 
are to the public schools. 


ATLANTA A meeting of the Library Organizational Committee, 


which is made up of representatives of all civic organ- 
izations, was held on May 11 to make plans forformal opening of the Atlanta 
Library. The library has been supported solely by public donations; how- 
ever, it is the hope of the organizational committee that in the future it 
will become a tax-supported institution. 


BIG SPRING A world atlas and globe have been contributed to the 

Howard County Free Library by the Spaudazio Fora 
Club of Big Spring. Also new to the library are the Collier's World Atlas 
and Gazetteer, and a full set of Junior Classics by Collier. 


BRYAN The large audience that filled Crockett School auditor- 

ium May 17 to see operettas staged by the Wee Aggie-- 
land and Happy Day Kindergartens appreciated the performance so much 
that it contributed $57. 21in free will offerings toa piano fund for ine Roun- 
tree Children's Room at Carnegie Library. 


CLAUDE The Claude Public Library, which has been moved to 

two larger rooms in the basement of the courthouse, 
was formally opened tothe public April 24. The Unity Study Club was hostess 
to 157 guests who came to see the many improvements which have been 
made and the new books recently added to the collection. Thelibrary can 
be listed as an attractive, up-to-date public library with educational oppor- 
tunities for all ages, and recreation through good books for everyone. 
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DALHART The Dallam County Library, the first free county li- 

brary in the State of Texas, was founded in 1909 by 
the Woman's Literary Club. At that time the pioneer organization had been 
organized three years and federated for two years. The library is now 


housed in the courthouse and contains 10,971 volumes. Mrs. Fanniebelle 
Sell is librarian. 


DALLAS On May 19 the Friends of the Dallas Public Library 

voted to build up a collection of books for teen-agers 
and young adults as its first step toward augmenting the library's book 
supply. The organization will use its membership funds and a separate 
book fund to establish the ''young adult collection" for students of high school 
and college age-levels. 


Mrs. Evelyn Lambert, guest speaker, told the group how the Dallas 
Fashion Arts is going about sponsoring a Fashion Research wing -- a his- 


torical collection of visual, graphic and printed data -- for the new public 
library. 
EAGLE LAKE Addition of three more shelf ranges in the Conference 


Room of the Eagle Lake Community Center accomodate 
the ever-increasing library resources. The new shelves are in keeping 
with the beautiful walnut finish in the room. They will increase the amount 
of shelf space by nearly two-thirds. 


ENNIS A Library Tea was held at the Ennis Library in the 

city hall to acquaint new residents with the library 
facilities which are at their disposal, and to renewthe interest of old resi- 
dents. New furnishings and floor covering have been provided in the Chil- 
dren's Room to make it more inviting to the younger citizens of Ennis. 


GALVESTON The Galveston BetaClub presented Rosenberg Library 
with 25 silver dollars on May 21, the 25th anniversary 
of the club, in appreciation for library aid during the quarter century. 


GRAND PRAIRIE Grand Prairie's newly completed $70,000 memorial 

library building was dedicated on May 30 with a ribbon- 
cutting ceremony and open house. Mayor John W. Daugherty cut the ribbon 
to formally open the new municipal building on Main Street. 


GREENVILLE Formal opening of Greenville's new $90, 000 new public 

library building was held on June 13. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Mahaffey, librarian, says the equipment and furnishings are modern, prac- 
tical and beautiful, in the 7,000 square foot building. There is shelving 
for 30,000 volumes in the three spacious reading rooms, and a work room, 
a board room, and an auditorium seating 175. On May 29 thedoors of the 

















stately old building which housed the Carnegie Library for fifty years were 
closed. 


HILLSBORO The Hillsboro City Council approved a $500 city dona- 

tion to the Hill County Library. The action is taken 
annually to provide funds for the library's operation. The commissioners 
court donates a similar amount annually. 


HOUSTON A subcommittee of the mayor's advisory citizens com- 

mittee recommended that the working budget of the 
city library system be tripled. Also recommended was a $2,500,000 ex- 
pansion of library facilities during the next 10 years. This includes con- 
struction of 13 new library buildings, enlargement of the present central 
library, and air conditioning of all library buildings. 


On May 20 Friends of the Central Park Branch Library dedicated a 
drinking fountain in the patio of the library in memory of Robert Harwood 
Stanaker, a native Houstonian. 


JUNCTION A poster contest with cash awards was sponsored in 

the Junction Grammar School by the Kimble County 
Library Association during its current membership drive. First place 
winners received $3 and second place winners $2. Entries were judged in 
two groups, first through fifth grades and sixth through eighth grades. All 
posters, 11xl4 in size, were on the theme of use of the public library for 
summer reading and value of membership in the association. Mary G. 
Willis is librarian of the Junction Public Library. 


MEXIA After two months extensive repair work has been com- 

pleted at the Gibbs Memorial Library in Mexia. The 
cracked interior walls were repaired, the foundation at the front renovated, 
and a concrete slabwas placed around the building. The interior was com- 
pletely repainted. The library was given to the city of Mexia by Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Jones in memory of Mrs. Jones' parents, Dr. and Mrs. Jasper 
A. Gibbs, whose home was located where the library now stands. The re- 
pairs also were financed by Mr. Jones. 


ODESSA Librarian Velma Barrett has introduced a new service 

for Odessans inthe Ector County Library under the 
title of Moody's Industrial Manual for 1953. This is the most comprehen- 
sive source of information available to bankers and investors onindustrial 
enterprises of all description. The uniform method of presentation and 
orderly arrangement of facts and figures and many other features willbe 
found especially helpful. 


In the reading room of the Ector County Library a new attractionhas 
recently been installed in the form of a closed cabinet in which old books 





and those which are out-of-print are kept. Topping this cabinet is a glass 
enclosed exhibit case where various items of interest, given or lent by 
patrons, are on display. 


PALESTINE The Palestine Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, a national 
service organization, has presented thirty-eight new 
books to the Children's Room in the Carnegie Library. Members of the 


club have been assisting the Children's Room as acivic project for the past 
several years. 


PAMPA Foundation work on the proposed $237, 900 Lovett Mem- 

orial Library, which will be turned over to the city of 
Pampa upon completion, is well underway. The building of face brickand 
stone will be onone floor, be air conditioned, and hold 50,000 books. Mrs. 
Lillian Snow, librarian believes that the project will be completed by 
November 1. 


PANHANDLE Carson and Hutchinson County Libraries took another 

step forward this month whenthe commissioners courts 
of both counties approved a centralized processing center for the two libra- 
ries. Librarian Jo Battle reports that under this plan, no funds are ex- 
changed between the two counties, but Hutchinson County will process all 
of Carson County Library books in exchange for. use of the bookmobile in 
Hutchinson County. 


PORT ARTHUR For the second consecutive year, Gates Memorial Li- 

brary, Lucy Stiefel, librarian, has received gifts from 
the towns of Lakeview and Griffing Park in appreciation for the library 
services to citizens of those towns, and also to helpcontinue the high qual- 
ity of library service they receive. Lakeview sent a check for $1,000 and 
Griffing Park $650. 


Construction is moving along rapidly on a West Side branch library and 
an addition to Gates Memorial Library. The West Side branch, which will 
cost about $30,000, is nearly completed, while the larger project of an 
$180,000 addition to the main building is not expected to be finished until 
fall. 


PORT LAVACA Plans for aid on the club's library project was one of 

the topics discussed at a meeting of the Women's Study 
Club. Members of the club, who sponsor the county's only library, want 
a building to relieve the crowded conditions now existing in the courthouse 
quarters. The club hopes that help on the project will be secured soon. 


SHERMAN The Sherman Public Library is asking all young readers 
who make vacation trips to send in a post card from 





their vacation spots. These cards will be filed and a red dot will mark 
each mailing spot on a large map on the library wall. 


STANTON Martin County operates a library that began in the late 

1920's with a children's reading program, conducted 
by Mrs. John F. Priddy. Mrs. Priddy read to children onthe courthouse 
lawn Saturday afternoons. Soon the children began to exchange books and 
a library grew. Now the Martin County Library has approximately 10, 000 
volumes, slanted primarily toward children's use. 


TEXAS CITY Approximately 700 Texas City boys and girls visited 

Moore Memorial Public Library in Texas City during 
Children's Spring Book Festival May 15 through 21. One day was devoted 
to each of the five elementary schools: Wilson, Roosevelt, Danforth, Kohfeldt, 
and the Heights. The pupils came to the library in their grade groups, ac- 
companied by their teachers and room mothers, and were taken on a tour 
of the library, with librarians explaining library facilities, the use of books, 
and the special summer activities. The display of new books for the Spring 
Book Festival was a special feature. All of them were told about the libra- 
ry's special summer activities. Mrs. J. J. Schwartz is librarian. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS EXPLAINED IN 
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE PUBLICATION 


In response to an increasing demand for information on the eleven con- 
stitutional amendments which will be submitted to the voters on November 
2, 1954, the Legislative Reference Division, Texas State Library, has pub- 
lished a memorandum briefly describing each proposed amendment and 
including some background material. The 22 page publication also des- 
cribes the method of amending our constitution. While the supply lasts, 
libraries may obtaincopies free. Address requests for Notes on the Eleven 


Constitutional Amendments... to Legislative Reference Division, Texas 
State Library, Austin. 








Also available free are alimited number of copies of the complete pro- 


posed amendments. It has been suggested that both of these items will be 
useful for study groups. 
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TEXAS PHYSICIANS RECEIVE LIBRARY MATERIALS IN 
"LAUNDRY KITS" 


Laundry kits--somewhat smaller than those Joe College uses to send 
his dirty wash home to mother--have proven to be extremely satisfactory 


containers for the two-way shipment of medical journals and other library 
reference materials. 


The Memorial Library of the Texas Medical Association has reported 
that the use of these small "laundry kits" has solved an age-old problem 
for the shipment of materials to physicians. 


Paper cartons of all sizes previously had beenused to fill requests by 
the Memorial Library. More often than not, these cartons were thrown 
into the wastebasket upon receipt by the physician. 


As a result, the physician or his secretary or nurse was forced "'to 
scrounge around" to find containers that could be used when the library 
materials were ready for return shipment. Many of these containers, held 
together by string and adhesive tape, were torn apart before reaching the 
Library, causing damage to the materials. Faced with this shipment pro- 


blem, many physicians reduced or eliminated requests from their state 
medical association. 


The Memorial Library of the Texas Medical Association presently has 
a supply of 150 "laundry kits, '' and they are in constant use. Four different 
boxes (measuring 12 x 9 x 21/2 inches, 12x 9x 11/2, 12x9x4, and ll x 
8 x 4) have been adequate for almost all mailings. Each box has two web 
straps with safety catches. Made of heavy vulcanized fibre with metal 
corners, the "laundry kits" are manufactured by a firm which specializes 
in making sample cases. 


Use of these kits offer many advantages, according to Miss Pauline 
Duffield, librarian of the Texas Medical Association. 


"In the seven months in which we have used the kits, we have found 
them to be economical, with less wear and tear on the materials, and a 
real helpin improving the disposition of the library staff and the physicians. 
Our materials now are coming back in better condition, and we have very 
few overdue notices to send out. Most importantly, doctors are finding it 
more convenient to use the facilities of the library." 
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SOME PUBLICATIONS OF OTHER STATES RECEIVED BY 


THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY 


(Available for inter-library loan) 


ARKANSAS 
Education, Department of. Handbook for School Bus Drivers. 1953. 
___ Statistical Summary for the Public Schools of Ark. 1952-53. 
Health, Arkansas State Board of. Arkansas State Plumbing Code. 
___Health Bulletin. Jan. 1954. 
Insurance Commissioner, Arkansas Fire Prevention Code. 1953. 
Oil and Gas Commission, Factual Data. Engineer's Report of Oil and 

Gas Reservoirs Under State Control 1953. 

___ Statistical Bulletin. Dec. 1953. Jan and Feb. 1954. 
___ General Rules and Regulations Relating to Oil and Gas. 
Pardons, Paroles and Probation, Board of. Ninth Annual Report. 
Secretary of State. Digest of Arkansas Corporation Laws. 
State Sanatarium. Tuberculosis and What To Do About It. 
University of Arkansas. Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 


College of Business Administration. Tax Differentials in the South 
Central States. 


ARIZONA 


University of Arizona. Agricultural Experiment Station. Barriers 
to the Interstate Movement of Milk and Dairy Products in the Eleven 
Western States. 


CALIFORNIA 

Agriculture, State Department of. Synopsis of Agricultural Code 
Provisions. 

Controller, State. California Inheritance and Gift Tax Laws 

Industrial Relations, Department of. Division of Housing. State Auto 
and Trailer Park Act. 

Legislature, Joint Interim Com. on Governmental Reorganization. Sub- 
committee on Alcoholic Beverage Control. Report 

Hearing, Monday, Jan. 11, 1954. 

Professional and Vocational Standards, Department of. Structural Pest 
Control Board. Sturctural Pest Control Act of California. 

Public Works, Department of, Division of Highways. Outdoor Advertising 
Act 


Real Estate, Commissioner. Reference Book: Division of Real Estate 


CONNECTICUT 


Health, Connecticut State Department of. Connecticut Directors of Health. 
The Sanitary Code of the State of Connecticut 





ILLINOIS 
Legislative Council, Illinois. Verification of Election Results. 


LOUISIANA 


University, Louisiana State. Division of Research, College of Commerce. 
Proceedings of the Conference on Statistical Quality Control. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Discrimination. Mass. Commission Against. Annual Report. Nov. 30, 
1952 to Nov. 30, 1953. 


MICHIGAN 
Administration, State of Michigan. Dept. of Federal Grants-in-Aid 
Programs in Mich. 1941-1953. 
Michigan State College. Agricultural Experiment Station. Dept. of 
Sociology and Anthropology. Population Change in Michigan, with Special 
Reference to Rural-Urban Migration. 1940-50. 


Dept. of Agricultural Economics. Inheritance of Farm Property in 
Michigan. 


MINNESOTA 


University of Minnesota. Agricultural Experiment Station. A Century of 
Population Growth in Minnesota. 


NEW YORK 
Columbia University. Graduate School of Business. Economic Security for 
Americans 
Comptroller, State. Digest of 1954 Annual Report. 
___ Opinions of Comptroller Relating to Municipal Government. 


Education Department, The State. The Readjustment of High School 
Education. 


___ Drop Outs, The Cause and Cure 
___ Professional Education. Certified Public Accountancy. Law, Rules and 
Information. 1954. 

___Education in N. Y. State. 1784-1954. 

Legislature. The Clerk's Manual of the Legislature, 1954-1955. 

__N. Y. State Joint Legislative Committee on Motor Vehicle Problems. 

___Final Report of the Joint Legislative Committee to Study the Military 
Law. 


Report of the N. Y. State Joint Legislative Committee on Motor Vehicle 
Problems. 1952. 


___ Preliminary Report of the Temporary Commission on the Courts to the 
Governor and the Legislature. 

___ Commission on School Buildings 
Finance Handbook, ''More Schools for Your Money!"' 


Report of the Special Legislative Committee on Integrity and Ethical 
Standards in Government. 





Report of the N. Y. State Joint Leg. Com. to Study the Publication of 
Comics. 


OHIO 


Employees Retirement Board, Public. Public Employees Retirement System 
of Ohio (law, including amendments) 

Finance, Director of. Annual Report. 1953. 

Public Welfare, Director of. Public Welfare in Ohio Today. 
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The American Library Association, Chicago, announced the publication 
on March 30 of GUIDE TO REFERENCE BOOKS: 7TH EDITION SUPPLE- 
MENT 1950-1952, by Constance M. Winchell and Olive A. Johnson. 


This supplement describes approximately 1000 useful reference works 
in all fields, published between 1950 and June 1953. It includes, in addition, 
a few earlier titles omitted from the 7th edition. Categories, critical an- 
notations, coding and bibliographic information follow the same pattern as 
in the 1951 edition. 


The SUPPLEMENT brings up-to-date the indispensable GUIDE TO 
REFERENCE BOOKS, a basic work for scholars, reference workers, and 
library school students. 


While proudly issued by the ALA, this work might also be said to add 
another leaf to the bicentennial laurel wreath of Columbia University. For 
both Constance M. Winchell and Olive A. Johnson are affiliated with Columbia, 
Miss Winchell as the Reference Librarian and Miss Johnson as Assistant 
Reference Librarian. 


The American Library Association, Chicago, announced publication 
on May 20 of the new, 8th edition of Buying List of Books for Small Libra- 
ries. by Orrilla T. Blackshear. This work lists approximately 1800 basic 
titles published, for the most part, from 1945 to 1953. Itis arranged by 
decimal classification with suggested subject headings and simple classifi- 
cation numbers for nonfiction titles. Materials grouped for the librarian's 
convenience include: reference works, aids to book selection, sources of 
free and inexpensive materials, librarians' tools, and books for young 
people. L.C. card numbers, Wilson catalog cards, and paper-bound edi- 
tions are indicated where available. A "must'' in either the ‘new orwell 
established small library, for the librarian without opportunity to examine 
books before purchase and without access to expensive bibliographic tools. 








Mrs. Blackshear, the author, is public library Consultant to the Tra- 
veling Library and Extension Department of the Wisconsin State Free Library 
Commission at Madison. 


The American Library Association, Chicago, announced publication 
on June 4 of Adult Education Activities in Public Libraries by Helen Lyman 
Smith. 





The book is a report of the ALA survey of Adult Education Activities 
in Public Libraries and State Library Extension Agencies of the United 
States, made for the American Library Association and The Fund for Adult 
Education. Itpresents a reliable picture of what libraries are doingin the 
area of adult education services and activities today. 


Discussion includes: an operational definition of adult education ser- 
vices; the extent of these services to organizations and groups in public 
libraries; the materials, methods, and means used in providing services; 
and personnel and qualifications involved. Included in the study were 1, 692 
libraries in communities of 2500 population or more. 47 tables illustrate 
the statistical findings. Appendices contain the methods and sources used 
in collecting the information; and a selected bibliography. 


Mrs. Smith, formerly Head of the Adult Education Department of the 
Buffalo, New York Public Library, piloted the project which took ayear 
of research, analysis, and thousands of miles of travel to bring it toa 
successful conclusion. 
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TLA DISTRICT I MEETING SET 


Mrs. Effie Jewell Baggett, Chairman of District I of TLA asks libra- 
rians in that area to mark Saturday, October 23 as the date of the district 
meeting in Lubbock. 


The program is being planned around the theme of the library develop- 
ment program in Texas. The morning session will feature two speakers 
on library development. For the afternoon session, librarians may join 
any of five groups, each with a competant leader, for discussion of indivi- 
dual library problems. This session is designed especially for those with 
less professional training. 
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ALICE WORKSHOP 


The workshop for librarians inthe Coastal Bend 
area will be held Saturday, July 10th, in :the Alice 
Library. 


The morning session, beginning at 9 o'clock, 
will be on Book Selection for public libraries. Mr. 
W. K. Peace, Acting Extension Director of the Texas 
State Library will be the discussion leader. 


The afternoon session, from 2 o'clock to 4 


o'clock, will be on cataloging for public libraries. 
Mrs. J. O. Davis, Librarian of the Alice Public 
Library, will be the discussion leader. 


Lunch will be at noonin the Alice Country Club. 











